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Who are we? 

The  Observatory  of  Urban  and  Metropolitan  Processes  is  
a partnership  o f eigh t universities  and  research  and  developmen t 
centres of the Silesian Voivodeship: 

— University of Silesia in Katowice, 

— University of Economics in Katowice, 

— Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice, 

—    ATH University of Bielsko-Biała, 

— Central Mining Institute, 

— Silesian University of Technology, 

— WSB University, 

— Humanitas University in Sosnowiec. 

The partnership agreement was signed on 4 of April 2017. 





Our mission 

The Observatory  of  Urban  and  Metropolitan  Processes  was  
established on the basis of an informal cooperation network of 

scientists  who  share  a  passion  for  research  on  contemporary  cities  
and  metropolises. The  initiative  to  consolidate  scientific 

cooperation  and  conclude  an  agreement  between  universities  and  
development  and  research  centres  came  from  dr  hab.  Robert  Pyka 

[University of Silesia in Katowice], who perceived the creation of 

the Observatory as an opportunity to support the processes of 

urban development and metropolisation in the region and the 

establishment of the first metropolitan union in Poland. 

The role of the Observatory of Urban and Metropolitan Processes 

is to serve the society, including public authorities, by  providing 

reliable knowledge allowing for the formulation and implemen-

tation of effective public policies. Our activity is focused on collec-

ting and analysing data on various aspects of the Upper Silesian 

metropolitan area with a view to support its dynamic and sustain-

able development, as well as to improve the quality of life of its 

inhabitants. It is difficult to imagine the management of such a 

complex and diverse urban organism without access to reliable 

data, research and knowledge on the processes taking place at 

the supra-municipal and metropolitan level. 
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“Know  in  order  to  act”  

How do we 
stand out? 

Our advantage is that we know how to combine the knowledge 

and competences of the widely experienced academic circles in 

an operationally effective, organisationally flexible and highly  
receptive organisational structure, which translates into a swift 

response  to  the  needs  of  stakeholders.  The  strength  of  the  
Observatory also lies in the wide range of problems that our 

experts can solve.  
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“The Observatory strives to integrate the scientific and expert potential of 

its  affiliated  universities  and  research  centres  so  as  to  put  it  at  the  disposal  
of  local  and  regional  authorities  as  well  as  the  social  and  economic  
environment.  The Observatory acts as a “one-stop shop solution” for all 

entities in need of reliable information and expert support.” 

dr hab. Robert Pyka, prof. UŚ,  
Plenipotentiary of the Rector for Observatory  
of Urban and Metropolitan Processes 

“Thanks  to  the  Observatory,  all  the  member  universities  can  offer  their  
environments  the  highest  quality  substantive  support  in  difficult  projects  in  
the field of urban policy, institution building and metropolitan policies, as 

well  as  other  development  activities.  The  quality  of  these  undertakings  will  
determine  the  future  of  Silesia  for  many  generations,  therefore  shaping  them 

should  involve  all  the  available  intellectual  resources  of  the  region.  
It  was  precisely  in  order  to  facilitate  access  to  such  resources  that  the  
Observatory of Urban and Metropolitan Processes was established.” 

prof. dr hab.  Tomasz Pietrzykowski,  
Vice-Rector for International and 

Domestic Cooperation 



Our offer 
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EXPERT  COUNSELLING AND SUPPORT  
IN DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES 

expert services for local government units and business entities, including expert 

support in the form of thematic meetings, committees and advisory groups; 

RESEARCH SERVICES AND  
EXPERT  OPINIONS 

research on urban and metropolitan processes in accordance with the needs and 

challenges of local government units; 

sector analysis in various areas (e.g. transport, tourism, culture, labour market and 

its  trends,  municipal  services,  education,  demography,  health  and  social  care  
infrastructure and services); 

socio-economic diagnoses for local government units and metropolitan areas; 

EXCHANGE 

OF INFORMATION 

popularising knowledge about the studied processes through conferences, seminars 

and  regular  meetings  of  the  Local  Government  Academy  (a  quarterly  science  to  
business  initiative  for  representatives  of  local  government  units  and  business  entities); 

stimulating public debate on challenges, chances and threats faced by urban areas in 

the perspective of their sustainable development; 

creating a platform to exchange information and experiences between individuals 

and institutions interested in the problems of the Upper Silesian conurbation and 

its municipalities; 

pursuing publishing activity. 
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URBAN AND METROPOLITAN 

PROCESSES 

Team for Metropolisation and 

Metropolitan Governance 

Team for Entrepreneurship and 

Labour Market 

Team for Spatial Planning and 

Functional Areas 

Team for Participation, Civic  
Society and Public Consultation 

Team for Strategic  
Analyses and Documents 

Team for Programming and 

Monitoring of the Sustainable 

Development of Regions 

Team for Research on Cultural 

Phenomena and Processes 

Team  for  Research  on  Transportation 

Team for Research on Tourism 

3 
Main areas 

REVITALISATION 

Team for Revitalisation Processes 

Team for Environment Protection 

and Planning 

Social Research and 

Innovation Centre 

Team for Demographic  Analyses 

and Social Problems 

Urban Landscapes 

SMART  CITY  AND  OTHER AREAS 

Team for Smart City 

Team for Administration, Ethics 

and Justice Quality  

Team for Art, Design and 

Visual Communication 



90 
experts from 

different disciplines 

8 
universities and 
research centres 

17 
research 

teams 

Our experience 

Scientific and Strategic Support Under the Project Entitled 

“The Youth Develop Metropolis GZM” 2020-2021 

University of Silesia in Katowice 

Assessment of the Quality of Cooperation Between the City  
of Katowice and Non-Governmental Organisations 2019 
University of Silesia in Katowice 

Recommendations for the Regional Urban Policy of the 

Silesian Voivodeship 2018 
University of Economics in Katowice / University of Silesia in 

Katowice / Silesian University of Technology 

Expert Opinions on the Forms of Cooperation, Functional 

Connections,  Advancement of Urbanization and the Spatial 

System and Settlement Conditions for the Following 

Municipalities: Miasteczko Śląskie, Krupski Młyn,  
Ornontowice,  Orzesze,  Toszek,  Tworóg,  Wielowieś 2018 

University of Silesia in Katowice 

Sector of Congress and Business Events in Katowice and the 

Development and Image of the City 2018 

University of Silesia in Katowice 

Role  of Culture  and Creative  Sectors  in  Achieving  the  
2030  UN  Agenda  for  Sustainable  Development Goals  in  
the  Light  of  the  Debates  of  the Creative Communities  of  
Katowice  and  Krakow 2018 
University of Silesia in Katowice 

Research “Study in Katowice”   2017 & 2018 (2 editions)  

University of Silesia in Katowice 

Participation in Preparation of the Application for 

Registration of the Metropolitan Union in the Silesian 

Voivodeship 2017

University of Silesia in Katowice / Silesian University of 

Technology 



CONTACT 

Office of the Observatory of Urban and 

Metropolitan Processes 
ul. Bankowa 11, 1A  
Katowice 40-007  

obserwatoriumMIASTO@us.edu.pl 
tel. +48 32 359 18 16 

www.obserwatoriummiasto.us.edu.pl 

Co-financed by the 
“Social Responsibility of Science”  

programme of the Minister of 
Education and Science 

www.obserwatoriummiasto.us.edu.pl
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Podsumowanie


Sprawdzanie napotkało na problemy, które mogą uniemożliwić pełne wyświetlanie dokumentu.
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