Applying for the T4EU PhD Tracks programme:
A Practical Guide for Doctoral Candidates

1. Introduction

The Transform4Europe (T4EU) PhD Tracks program offers doctoral candidates a chance
to improve their research through valuable international collaboration. As a PhD student
at the University of Silesia in Katowice, you are enrolled at your home institution while
collaborating with an external advisor from one of the T4EU partner universities. This
cooperation may cover the entire scope of your doctoral project or focus on a specific
part, depending on your needs and preferences, as well as the advisor’s expertise.

This guide has been prepared to assist you on every stage of the T4EU PhD Tracks
application process. It explains the structure and goals of our programme, lists all partner
universities and coordinators, outlines how to search for and contact a suitable advisor,
and provides practical instructions on preparing the required documents, including the
CV, research outline, and motivation letter. It concludes with a final submission checklist
to help you ensure that all elements of your application are complete.

2. Overview of the T4EU PhD focus topics

The T4EU PhD Tracks are built around three prioritized T4EU focus topics:
1. Digital Transformation and Smart Regions

2. Environmental Transformation and Sustainable Development

3. Social Transformation, Community Building, and Integration

A detailed description of these focus areas is available on the following website:
https://transform4europe.eu/phd-tracks/. This site has been created to inform

candidates about the PhD Track project at the University of Silesia in Katowice and to
showcase the research conducted by doctoral students participating in this programme.

3. Partner universities and coordinators

Doctoral candidates may establish collaboration with scholars at any of the T4EU partner
institutions listed below. Candidates are asked to find and contact potential advisors
independently. If you encounter challenges identifying a suitable advisor, the
coordinators at the partner institutions (listed below) may provide support or guidance.


https://transform4europe.eu/phd-tracks/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

T4EU Partner Universities and Coordinators

e Saarland University (Germany)
Anna-Maria Braun — anna-maria.braun@uni-saarland.de

¢ University of Alicante (Spain)
Fernando Prados Martinez — secret.eidua@ua.es

o Estonian Academy of Arts (Estonia)
Irene Hiitsi — irene.hutsi@artun.ee

e Universidade Catdlica Portuguesa (Portugal)
Ana Fabiola Mauricio — fabiola.mauricio@ucp.pt

e University of Primorska (Slovenia)
Stefko Miklavi¢ — stefko.miklavic@upr.si

e Jean Monnet University (France)
Jessica Stark — jessica.stark@univ-st-etienne.fr

e University of “St. Kliment Ohridski” (Bulgaria)
Deyana Andonova — deyana_andonova@admin.uni-sofia.bg

e University of Trieste (Italy)
Francesco Pauli — francesco.pauli@deams.units.it

e Vytautas Magnus University (Lithuania)
Viktorija Kavaliauskaite-Vilkiniené — viktorija.kavaliauskaite-vilkiniene@vdu.lt

4. How to search for a potential advisor

Identifying the right advisor is an important part of the T4EU PhD Tracks process.
Candidates are expected to find advisors themselves, demonstrating initiative, academic
preparedness, and awareness of research compatibility. Coordinators can assist when
needed, but the responsibility for initiating the search lies with each candidate.

4.1 Where to begin

1. Review faculty and department websites at the partner universities to find
scholars whose interests are related to your dissertation topic.

2. Use bibliometric and academic platforms, such as:

e Scopus



e ResearchGate
e Google Scholar
e ORCID

Search using keywords from your research topic and verify whether the
scholars belong to T4EU partner institutions.

3. Consult your supervisor, who may recommend international contacts or specific
departments.

4. If you have difficulty identifying suitable advisors independently, contact the T4EU
coordinators listed above. Coordinators can suggest appropriate researchers or
direct you to the relevant faculty units.

4.2 What to look for in an advisor

Below are several criteria that are worth considering in the process of choosing
your advisor:

¢ Alignment between the advisor’s research and your dissertation topic
e Relevant knowledge and expertise
e Previous work with doctoral students or international collaborations

Preparing a shortlist of two or three potential advisors is recommended.

5. Preparing to contact a potential advisor

Once you identify possible advisors, prepare clear, professional materials to support your
inquiry.

5.1 Short CV / Academic profile

Your CV (1-2 pages) should include the following points:
e Educational background
¢ Information about the PhD project
e Research interests

e Publications, conference papers, and other scholarly output



e Any other relevant points, e.g., competencies that align with your research
interests

5.2 Research outline
Prepare a brief research description summarising:
e The aims and scope of your project
¢ Your main research hypotheses
e Proposed methods of research
¢ Relevance to T4EU focus topics (see: point 2)

Your research description may be based on the research project submitted during your
application to the Doctoral School. It is also recommended that you briefly introduce your
supervisor at your home university, as they form an integral part of the cooperation
throughout your PhD studies.

5.3 First-contact email
Your message to potential advisors should:
¢ Introduce you and your PhD project
e Explain why you are contacting this specific scholar
o State your intention to apply to the T4EU PhD Track programme
e Attach your CV and project outline (or offer to send them)
o Ask whether the scholar would consider serving as your advisor

If you do not receive a response within a week, sending a polite follow-up message is
appropriate.

6. Writing the motivation (cover) letter

The motivation letter, written in English, is a central component of the application
process. You should prepare this document after your chosen advisor has agreed to
collaborate with you. The letter should describe the planned cooperation and justify your
choice of the advisor. Your letter should:



e Explain your motivation for joining the T4EU PhD Tracks

e Situate your project within one of T4EU’s three focus topics

o Justify your choice of partner university and advisor

e Outline your plans for academic collaboration and knowledge exchange

Before submitting the letter, you must show it to your supervisor at the University of
Silesia in Katowice. The supervisor’s approval is required, and the letter must be signed
by them. The signed version should then be submitted in electronic format to the Office
of the Doctoral School

7. Final steps and submission checklist
Before submitting your application, ensure that you have:
¢ Identified and contacted your chosen advisor
e Received confirmation (in the form of an email) from the advisor
e Written the motivation letter and obtained your supervisor’s signature

e Submitted the motivation letter in electronic format by the deadline (30 January
2026)



